FAQ’s
Should I contact the Universities to check on the status of my application?
No, you are strongly discouraged from contacting universities directly.  The administrators at the universities are very busy.  Therefore, they will direct any of your questions back to the Medical Department of the Saudi Cultural Bureau.  You will save time for everyone if you direct your e-mails to the Saudi Cultural Bureau first.  If there is a question that we cannot handle, we will forward it to the universities on your behalf.

Can I send my application to the university myself?
No, you are sponsored through the Saudi Cultural Bureau, and the universities can only consider applications sent by the Bureau.

Which universities will my application be sent to?

Your application will be sent to the universities on the list that have openings in your specialty.  The list of programs and universities can be found here.

Why wasn’t my application sent to all of the universities with openings in my program?

Please understand that the universities have different deadlines for their various programs.  In order to ensure that all of the deadlines are met, applications are sometimes sent to the universities with pressing deadlines first.  Rest assured that your other applications will be sent on time for the other universities.
What is the best way to contact the Saudi Cultural Bureau’s Medical Department about my application?
If you are applying for a Medical specialty, you may contact Ghada Qadan at qqadan@saudibureau.org.  If you are applying for a Surgical specialty, you may contact John den Boer at john@saudibureau.org. 

How can I check on the progress of my application?
You can see if you are missing any documents or if documents have been rejected by checking on the status of your online application.  We will notify you by e-mail if we require any further documents.  You will be notified by e-mail when your applications have been sent.  We will also notify you right away if you have an interview or acceptance.
I did not get acceptance last year, what should I do?

If you wish to apply again, you must submit an updated CV, an updated personal statement, and updated recommendation letters.  Please remember that your recommendation letters need to be less than one year old.

When will my interview be?
If you are offered an interview, it is at the discretion of the university and cannot be influenced by the Saudi Cultural Bureau.  You will be contacted immediately if you have an interview.  We will be happy to help you arrange your visa or videoconference with the university.
What are my chances of getting a position?
The Saudi Cultural Bureau is not in a position to judge the merit of your application.  Your acceptance is up to the discretion of the department who is considering your application against a competitive field of candidates.
How many positions are there in my specialty?
There is not a guaranteed number of positions for Saudi doctors.
What is a Personal Statement?

The Personal Statement is very important to your application.  It is a way for the person evaluating your application to get to know you as a professional and as a person.  The Personal Statement is a page to a page and a half in length, and it describes your professional experience and why you are interested in your specialty.  This can be your way of “advertising” yourself to the university.
I am applying for a residency, can my application be sent without the Medical Council of Canada Evaluation Exam (MCCEE) results?

No, all of the Canadian residency programs require the MCCEE results in order for your application to be considered.

I am applying for a fellowship, can my application be sent without the MCCEE results?
If you are applying for a fellowship, the MCCEE results are required for Dalhousie University, McGill University, and the University of Manitoba.
How many letters of recommendation should I have in my application?
You should have a minimum of three letters of recommendation that are less than one year old.  The letters should be signed, dated, and on letterhead.  You may use letters of recommendation from professors and doctors that you do not currently work with, but they must be dated from within the past year.  The letters of recommendation should, ideally, not be generic, but should be as specific to the program as possible
McGill University has an online application, do any of the other universities have an online application?
No, McGill University is currently the only university that requires you to apply online.

Does Dalhousie University have an online application?
No, Dalhousie University does not have an online application.  However, if there are openings for International Medical Graduates in your program, you will be asked to pay an application fee.

How do I apply as a private candidate?

Private candidates must send a guaranteed cheque for $83,000 (CAD) through the Ministry of Higher Education.
I am a single female doctor, is there anything I should know?
If you are a single female doctor, the government of Canada does not recognize the guardianship of a male relative.  Your male relative will need to apply for an educational program in Canada, receive acceptance in that program, and apply for visa separately from you.
